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Objectives
• Tour the AQuESTT business rules, and discuss 

some technical features of accountability 
calculations

• Highlight resources for accountability data 
including the NEP Secure, Adviser Validation, 
ELPA 21 On-track Report, and NSCAS 



Business Rules



What are Business Rules? 

Business rules 

● Lay out the consistent instructions to 
determine how a process, operation, or 
calculation is performed. 

● Create consistency and establish agreed 
upon ways of measuring and accounting for 
anomalies or special circumstances.  

● Serve as the mechanics under which 
accountability classifications and designations 
are created. 



Priority Schools
Among the lowest performing schools 
AND demonstrate the greatest need to 
implement and sustain school 
improvement efforts

Comprehensive Support & 
Improvement (CSI)

• Lowest 5% of Title I schools 
• High schools with grad 

rates below 67%
• Consistently low-performing 

student group

*Like in 2019, any school 
identified for ATSI/TSI may not 

be classified as Excellent

Targeted Support and 
Improvement (TSI) & 

Additional Targeted Support 
and Improvement (ATSI)

• Consistently low-performing 
student group

27 schools

3 schools
363 

schools

Classifications & Designations



Classification Business Rules Designation Business Rules 

Classifications & Designations

Source: Current Business Rules: Classifications & Designations

https://aquestt.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/AQuESTT-Classification-Rules-v2.1.pdf
https://aquestt.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/CSIandTSIRulesv2.1.pdf


All Title I 
Schools

Stage 1
Status

Progress toward English Language 
Proficiency 

Lowest quarter of Title I schools in 
any of:
● Status
● Progress toward ELP

Stage 2
Academic Progress

Lowest quarter of Stage 1 schools in 
ANY of:
● Growth
● Non-proficiency

Stage 3
SQSS Indicators

From Stage 2, no fewer than 5% of 
the total number of Title I schools. 
Lowest schools from: 
● Chronic absenteeism

Schools identified 
for support

Business Rules for Federal Accountability 



Accountability Data and 
Resources



Nebraska Education Profile

Source: NEP Public

https://nep.education.ne.gov/


Portal

Source: NEP Portal

Data Collections
NEP Secure

Student & Staff 
(NSSRS)
Adviser 

Validation

https://portal.education.ne.gov/site/DesktopDefault.aspx


NEP Secure 

Source: NEP Portal

https://portal.education.ne.gov/site/DesktopDefault.aspx


NEP Secure 

School Name 
School Name 

Source: NEP Portal

https://portal.education.ne.gov/site/DesktopDefault.aspx


Classifications

Evidence-Based Analysis  +1 +0

Status (Percent Proficient): 4, 3, 2, 1 

30 %    Growth

15%



NEP Secure - Sample AQuESTT Report 



NEP Secure - Sample AQuESTT Report 
 

What do 
these data 
make you 
wonder? 



NEP Secure - Sample AQuESTT Report 



Attendance (Adviser Validation) 



Attendance (Adviser Validation) 



Adviser Reports - Student level results breakdown

Pathway: NEP Portal → Student & Staff (NSSRS) → Adviser Validation → Students → Assessment → Download NSCAS Assessment Results

https://portal.education.ne.gov/site/DesktopDefault.aspx


NSCAS Growth Platform Questions?

Aly Martinez-Wilkinson
aly.martinez.wilkinson

@nwea.org 

Bookmark this NWEA Webpage

mailto:aly.martinez.wilkinson@nwea.org
mailto:aly.martinez.wilkinson@nwea.org
https://connection.nwea.org/s/nebraska?language=en_US


ELPA 21 Portal

Source: https://ne.portal.cambiumast.com/ 

Questions?

Allyson DenBeste
allyson.denbeste@

nebraska.gov 

https://ne.portal.cambiumast.com/
mailto:allyson.denbeste@nebraska.gov
mailto:allyson.denbeste@nebraska.gov


Reflections 

● What are you still wondering about after 
reviewing these data sources? Business rules? 

● How could we make this information clearer? 

● What additional tools or resources would be 
helpful? 



Thank you!
Contact Us!

Dr. Shirley Vargas 
School Transformation Officer, 

Office of School & District Support
shirley.vargas@nebraska.gov 

Lane Carr
Administrator, 

Office of Policy & Strategic Initiatives
lane.carr@nebraska.gov  

mailto:shirley.vargas@nebraska.gov
mailto:lane.carr@nebraska.gov

