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What was a highlight 
from the holiday 

break? 

or 

What are you most 
excited for in 2024? 

Welcome Inclusion Activity



Objectives

• Review federal designation process, identification 
and exit criteria

• Review school and district requirements for different 
designations

• Address common questions and misconceptions 
regarding federal designations

• Share resources and learning opportunities



Today’s Coverage

What will be covered…
• Requirements from ESSA 

law
• Review of data used in 

the designation process
• Exit criteria for each 

designation
• Requirements for each 

designation

What will not be covered…
• AQuESTT classification 

process
• Future changes to 

classification or designation 
processes

• Priority Schools identification 
processes

• Specific school data reviews



Which Laws Govern Accountability? 

Source: NRS 79-760.06, ESSA 

https://nebraskalegislature.gov/laws/statutes.php?statute=79-760.06
https://www.congress.gov/114/plaws/publ95/PLAW-114publ95.pdf


What’s the difference between 
classification and designation?



Excellent

Great

Good

Needs Support to 
Improve

Comprehensive 
Support and 

Improvement (CSI)

Priority 
Schools

Targeted Support 
and Improvement 

(TSI) 

Addt’l Targeted 
Support and 

Improvement 
(ATSI)

Classifications & Designations

Classifications and designations are independent of one another. 

This means a school can have a classification and a designation.



Comprehensive 
Support and 

Improvement (CSI)

Priority 
Schools

Targeted Support 
and Improvement 

(TSI) 

Addt’l Targeted 
Support and 

Improvement 
(ATSI)

State and Federal Designations

● Comes from the federal 
education law, the Every 
Student Succeeds Act
○ Provides guidelines 

regarding eligibility
● Only schools receive federal 

designations 
● Priority School designation 

comes from state statute, 
N.R.S. 79-760.06



Comprehensive 
Support and 

Improvement (CSI)

Priority 
Schools

Targeted Support 
and Improvement 

(TSI) 

Addt’l Targeted 
Support and 

Improvement 
(ATSI)

Priority Schools
Among the lowest performing 
schools AND demonstrate the 
greatest need to implement and 
sustain school improvement efforts

Comprehensive Support & 
Improvement (CSI)

• Lowest 5% of Title I schools 
• High schools with grad 

rates below 67%
• Consistently low-performing 

student group

Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) & 
Additional Targeted Support and Improvement (ATSI)

Consistently low-performing student groups 
(see slide 38 for more information)

90 schools

3 schools

257 schools

2023 Designations Distribution



• Start with AQuESTT Classifications 
• Annual statutory deadline of December 31st 

• Federal designation processes begin
• Start with identifying CSI

• Lowest 5% (ES/MS/HS)
• Graduation Rate (4yr <67%)
• Apply exit criteria to eligible CSI schools

• Establish thresholds for TSI/ATSI
• Apply exit criteria to eligible TSI/ATSI schools
• Generate list of all identified schools

Accountability Order of Operations



Federal Designations 
CSI, ATSI, TSI



Federal Designations - Definitions

Targeted Support & 
Improvement (TSI)

Any public school with one or more 
student groups performing at or below 
the lowest 25% of Title 1 schools. Occurs 
every year. Monitored by NDE staff.

Additional Targeted Support & 
Improvement (ATSI)

Any public school with one or more 
student group(s) performing at or below 
the performance level of students in the 
lowest 5% of Title I schools (i.e. CSI schools). 
Occurs every 3 years. Monitored by NDE 
staff.

● A public school in the lowest 5% of overall performance of Title I schools,
● Any public high school with a 4-year cohort graduation rate of less than 67%, or 
● Any public school with an ATSI designation for 3 years. (CSI-ATSI)
● Occurs every 3 years
● Monitored yearly by NDE staff (USDE, as necessary)

Comprehensive Support & Improvement (CSI)



What is Comprehensive 
Support and Improvement 

(CSI)?



Comprehensive Support and Improvement 
Public schools that provide Targeted or Schoolwide Title I services are eligible for the CSI 
designation. This designation identifies the lowest 5% of Title I schools, using a filter-like 
method across the following indicators: 
● Performance on NSCAS Growth English Language Arts & Math, or the ACT 
● Progress toward English language proficiency (for schools that serve at least 10 

English learners per school) 
● Growth and non-proficiency reduction
● Reduction in chronic absenteeism (students who miss 10% or more of their time in 

membership)and Science status 

In addition, any public high school with a 4-year cohort graduation rate below 67% will 
be identified for comprehensive support and improvement. This rate is determined by 
the U.S. Department Education.



ESSA 
(Federal) 
Indicator:

Academic 
Achievement

English 
Language 
Proficiency and 
Progress

Academic Progress Graduation Rate School Quality & 
Student Success

AQuESTT 
(State) 
Metric:

Status Progress 
Towards English 
Language 
Proficiency

Growth, 
Non-Proficiency

4- and 7-Year 
Cohort 
Graduation Rate

Chronic 
Absenteeism, 
Science 
Proficiency

Status: % of eligible 
students who 

scored On Track or 
higher in the 

current year’s 
statewide Math 

and ELA 
assessments 

(NSCAS, NSCAS-Alt, 
and NSCAS-ACT)

Growth: % of 
NSCAS/NSCAS-Alt 

ELA and Math 
assessment scores 
within a school or 

district that showed 
an increase 

compared to the 
same individual’s 

score in the 
previous year within 

the same subject 
area.

Non-Proficiency: The 
trend in the 

percentage of ELA 
and Math statewide 
assessments scoring 
at a proficient level 

or above in the 
school/district for 

the last three school 
years. (A negative 
slope value is the 

goal)

Progress towards 
ELP: The 

percentage of 
English Learner 
students in a 

school/district who 
are on track in their 

progress towards 
English language 

proficiency as 
measured by the 

ELPA21 assessment.

Graduation Rate: 
Two separate 

indicators - 4-year 
and 7-year grad 
rate - lags one 

year behind other 
indicators (Ex. 
Accountability 

data for Fall 2022 
will use graduation 
rates from Spring 

2021)

Chronic 
absenteeism: 
Students who 

miss 10% or more 
of their days in 
membership. 

Rate is defined 
by the number of 

these students, 
divided by the 
total number of 
eligible students 
at a school or 

district. 

Science 
Proficiency: % 

of eligible 
statewide 

assessments 
scored at a 

proficient level 
or above on 
the NSCAS/ 
NSCAS-Alt/ 
NSCAS-ACT 

Science 
assessments. 

2023 Accountability Indicators 



How did my school get 
identified for CSI? 



All Title I 
Schools

Stage 1
Status

Progress toward English Language 
Proficiency 

Lowest quarter of Title I schools in 
any of:

● Status
● Progress toward ELP

Stage 2
Academic Progress

Lowest quarter of Stage 1 schools 
in:

● Growth AND
● Non-Proficiency

Stage 3
SQSS Indicators

From Stage 2, no fewer than 5% of 
the total number of Title I schools 
based on a combined score of: 

● Chronic absenteeism AND
● Science Status 

Schools Identified 
for Support

Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI): Elementary & Middle Schools 



All Title I 
Schools

Stage 1
Status

Progress toward English Language 
Proficiency 

Lowest quarter of Title I schools in 
any of:

● Status
● Progress toward ELP

Stage 2
Academic Progress

Lowest quarter of Stage 1 schools 
in:

● Growth AND
● Non-Proficiency

Stage 3
SQSS Indicators

From Stage 2, no fewer than 5% of 
the total number of Title I schools 
based on a combined score of: 

● Chronic absenteeism AND
● Science Status 

Schools Identified 
for Support

Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI): Elementary & Middle Schools 

To ensure federal law is met and the 
lowest 5% of Title I schools are 
identified, in this stage the indicators 
must be operationalized separately. The 
lowest quarter in Growth and the lowest 
quarter in Non-Proficiency advance to 
the next stage. 



All Title I 
Schools

Stage 1
Status

Progress toward English Language 
Proficiency 

Lowest quarter of Title I schools in 
any of:

● Status
● Progress toward ELP

Stage 2
Academic Progress

Lowest quarter of Stage 1 schools 
in:

● Growth AND
● Non-Proficiency

Stage 3
SQSS Indicators

From Stage 2, no fewer than 5% of 
the total number of Title I schools 
based on a combined score of: 

● Chronic absenteeism AND
● Science Status 

Schools Identified 
for Support

Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI): Elementary & Middle Schools 

To ensure federal law is met and the 
lowest 5% of Title I schools are 
identified, in this stage the indicators 
must be operationalized separately. The 
lowest quarter in Growth and the lowest 
quarter in Non-Proficiency advance to 
the next stage. 

Stage 0: Start with 
452 Title I schools. 
Remove ineligible 
schools: 427 
advance to stage 1

Identify 5% of 427: 
22 CSI schools 



Information on AQuESTT Reports
All public schools receive a CSI summary to inform furthest progress in 
CSI designation process. 



All Title I 
Schools

Stage 1
Status

Academic Progress 
Progress toward English Language 

Proficiency 

Lowest quarter of Title I schools in 
ANY of:

● Status
● Progress toward ELP
● Non-Proficiency 

Stage 2
Graduation Rate

Lowest half of Stage 1 schools by 
weighted average of 4- and 7-year 
graduation rate. 

(4-year: 51%, 7-year: 49%)

Stage 3
SQSS Indicators

From Stage 2, no fewer than 5% of 
the total number of Title I schools 
based on a combined score of: 

● Chronic absenteeism AND
● Science Status 

Schools Identified 
for Support

Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI): High School*

*ANY public high school can also be identified for CSI if its graduation rate is below 67%.



What are the requirements for the CSI 
designation?

What support is provided?

How does a school exit? What 
happens if a school doesn’t exit?



CSI Support 

● ESSA requires all CSI schools to complete a 
needs assessment and identify resource 
inequities when developing their 
improvement plans. A team approach is 
strongly recommended.

● It’s critical for the work of this improvement 
plan to be connected to other improvement 
efforts within the district including the 
school’s continuous improvement plan, MTSS 
plan, and others. 

● The NDE will be providing CSI workshops for 
all schools identified, and work to connect 
these plans to create cohesion and 
coherence. 

Comprehensive Needs Assessment



CSI Support 

As a school identified for CSI support, you are part of a cohort of schools with similar 
opportunities for growth and improvement. As a CSI school you will: 

● receive additional resources including technical and guided assistance for improvement 
from the NDE. 

● complete a comprehensive needs assessment to help you identify the greatest needs for 
growth and assets to leverage. 

● submit a plan for improvement to the NDE that outlines steps in implementation and 
resources needed to implement the plan

○ be eligible to receive federal funds to support improvement efforts.  
● Schools must choose “evidence-based” practices and/or interventions, those that have 

been proven to improve outcomes for students. 
● The NDE will be providing support sessions for all CSI schools to collaboratively analyze 

data and build implementation plans. 



• CSI-Lowest 5% Exit Criteria
• Not re-identified for CSI, AND 
• Not in lowest 10% of Title I across the first filter (Status & ELP), AND
• Made significant progress across all indicators

• CSI schools identified in 2023 are eligible to exit in 2026.
• Significant Progress is defined as a positive change in performance across 

each indicator compared to the year in which the school was identified. 
• CSI-Low Grad Rate Exit Criteria

• For high schools identified for CSI for low graduation rate, schools may 
exit when  they have 
• A grad rate above 67% AND have two consecutive years of 

graduation rate improvement in order to exit such status.

Exit Criteria - CSI



CSI/ATSI Timeline 

Source: Draft Timeline

Cohort Timelines

(117 Schools) (117 Schools) (117 Schools)

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UTqraoQQWRn0GeEmk32ldJAj-Ra2D8B37GzaAr8fLPk/edit?usp=sharing


CSI/ATSI Timeline 

Source: Draft Timeline

Cohort Timelines

(117 Schools) (117 Schools) (117 Schools)

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UTqraoQQWRn0GeEmk32ldJAj-Ra2D8B37GzaAr8fLPk/edit?usp=sharing


More Rigorous Options
If a CSI school has not met the exit criteria after three years of identification, the NDE will 
reevaluate their improvement plan, in consultation with the district, to determine if a 
● significant revision of the progress plan is necessary, 
● an entirely new progress plan is developed, or 
● an alternative administrative structure is warranted. 

All Not-Yet-Exited schools will be required to complete a new comprehensive needs 
assessment, engage in an external review of their classroom instructional practices, and 
receive technical assistance on data interpretation, root cause analysis, and rigorous 
goal setting and action planning. These schools will also receive periodic 
implementation site visits by an NDE cross-functional team to identify strengths, areas for 
improvement, and determine if any adjustments to their plans need to be made. 

Check out the ESSA Designation Rules for more information.

http://aquestt.com/resources


What is Additional Targeted 
Support (ATSI) and 

Improvement and Targeted 
Support and Improvement (TSI)? 



Student Groups for Targeted Support and Improvement

● Black/African American

● Latinx/Hispanic

● Asian

● Native Hawaiian/Pacific Islander

● American Indian/Alaska Native

● Two or More Races

● White

● Economically Disadvantaged

● English Learners

● Students with Disabilities 

Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) and Additional Targeted Support and 
Improvement (ATSI) are federal designations relating to student group performance that 
is disparate from their peers. The student groups are:



Federal Accountability Explained: TSI & ATSI 

Targeted Support & 
Improvement (TSI)

Additional Targeted 
Support & 

Improvement (ATSI)

A public school with 
one or more 
consistently 

underperforming 
student groups 
(2019, annually 

thereafter)

Any public school 
with one or more 
student group(s) 
performing at or 

below the 
performance level 
of students in CSI 

schools

Source: TSI/ATSI FAQs

https://aquestt.com/resources/


How was our school 
identified for TSI*/ATSI? 

*Slides 33-41 illustrate the filter process for identifying TSI schools. 
The process is identical for ATSI, except the comparison group is different.



Targeted Support and Improvement 

Student group performance is then evaluated through the following AQuESTT indicators: 
● Status (Academic Achievement)
● Progress Towards English Language Proficiency 
● Growth and Non-Proficiency (Academic Progress)
● 4- and 7-Year Cohort Graduation Rate
● Chronic Absenteeism & Science Status(School Quality/Student Success)

If student group performance is at or below the lowest quarter of Title I schools, then a 
school is identified for Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI). 



All Public 
Schools*

Stage 1
Status

Progress toward English Language 
Proficiency 

Any student group performing at or 
below the lowest quarter of Title I 
schools in ANY of:

● Status
● Progress toward ELP

Stage 2
Academic Progress

Any Stage 1 student group 
performing at or below the lowest 
quarter of Title I schools in ANY of:

● Growth
● Non-proficiency

Stage 3
SQSS Indicators

Any Stage 2 student group at or 
below the lowest quarter of Title I 
schools from:

● Chronic absenteeism

Schools identified 
for support

Targeted Support & Improvement (TSI): Elementary & Middle Schools 

Does the 
school serve 
at least 10 

students in the 
given student 

group? 

*All public schools with at least 10 students in each of the following student groups: Black/African American (BL), Hispanic (HI), American Indian/Alaska Native (AM), White (WH), 
Native Hawaiian (PI), Asian (AS), Two or more races (MU), Economically disadvantaged (FRL), Students with Disabilities (SPED), English Learners (EL)

EXAMPLE: 

Nebraska Middle School servers 
400 students in grades 6-8 and 
has every student group 
represented (as listed on slide 41). 
However, only Students with 
Disabilities, English Learners, 
Economically Disadvantaged, 
Hispanic, and White meet the 
n-size of 10. This means, five 
student groups are eligible for this 
designation process and move to 
Stage 1.

School Name Student Group* N-size

Nebraska Middle School EL Yes

Nebraska Middle School FRL Yes

Nebraska Middle School RaceEth-AM Exclude

Nebraska Middle School RaceEth-AS Exclude

Nebraska Middle School RaceEth-BL Exclude

Nebraska Middle School RaceEth-HI Yes

Nebraska Middle School RaceEth-MU Exclude

Nebraska Middle School RaceEth-PI Exclude

Nebraska Middle School RaceEth-WH Yes

Nebraska Middle School SPED Yes



All Public 
Schools*

Stage 1
Status

Progress toward English Language 
Proficiency 

Any student group performing at 
or below the lowest quarter of 
Title I schools in ANY of:

● Status
● Progress toward ELP

Stage 2
Academic Progress

Any Stage 1 student group 
performing at or below the lowest 
quarter of Title I schools in ANY of:

● Growth
● Non-proficiency

Stage 3
SQSS Indicators

Any Stage 2 student group at or 
below the lowest quarter of Title I 
schools from:

● Chronic absenteeism

Schools identified 
for support

Targeted Support & Improvement (TSI): Elementary & Middle Schools 

Are students in 
this student 

group meeting 
proficiency 
standards?

*All public schools with at least 10 students in each of the following student groups: Black/African American, Hispanic, American Indian/Alaska Native, 
White, Native Hawaiian, Asian, Two or more races, Economically disadvantaged, Students with Disabilities, English Learners

If these students 
are also English 

Learners, are 
they making 

progress towards 
proficiency?

Comparison 
Group



EXAMPLE: 

In Nebraska Middle School, there are 100 
Students with Disabilities, 30 English 
Learners, 150 Economically Disadvantaged 
students, 100 Hispanic, and 300 White 
meet the n-size of 10.  

In Stage 1, for each eligible student group, 
their status score is compared to the 
highest status score of the comparison 
group (For TSI, it is the lowest 25% of Title I 
schools). 

In Stage 1, for each eligible student group, 
if they participated in the ELPA21 
assessment, their progress toward ELP is 
compared to the highest score of the 
comparison group.

After reviewing the data, only four student 
groups are eligible for this designation 
process and move to Stage 2.

School 
Name

Student 
Group

N-size Stage 1: 
Status (Title I 
25%= 44.25%)*

Stage 1:
ELP (Title I 25% 
= 36.07%)*

NMS EL Yes 10% 23%

NMS FRL Yes 30% 34%

NMS RaceEth-AM Exclude

NMS RaceEth-AS Exclude

NMS RaceEth-BL Exclude

NMS RaceEth-HI Yes 18% 13%

NMS RaceEth-MU Exclude

NMS RaceEth-PI Exclude

NMS RaceEth-WH Yes 45% -

NMS SPED Yes 9% 11%

*These numbers are from the 2023 ESSA Designation Business Rules.  



All Public 
Schools*

Stage 1
Status

Progress toward English Language 
Proficiency 

Any student group performing at or 
below the lowest quarter of Title I 
schools in ANY of:

● Status
● Progress toward ELP

Stage 2
Academic Progress

Any Stage 1 student group 
performing at or below the lowest 
quarter of Title I schools in:

● Growth AND
● Non-proficiency

Stage 3
SQSS Indicators

Any Stage 2 student group at or 
below the lowest quarter of Title I 
schools from:

● Chronic absenteeism

Schools identified 
for support

Targeted Support & Improvement (TSI): Elementary & Middle Schools 

*All public schools with at least 10 students in each of the following student groups: Black/African American, Hispanic, American Indian/Alaska Native, 
White, Native Hawaiian, Asian, Two or more races, Economically disadvantaged, Students with Disabilities, English Learners

Are students in 
this student 

group at least 
growing toward 

proficiency? 



EXAMPLE: 

A student group must be low in 
both indicators to move to the 
next stage. 
 
In Stage 2, for each eligible 
student group, their growth score 
is compared to the highest 
growth score of the comparison 
group. 

In Stage 2, for each eligible 
student group, their 
non-proficiency (N.P.) rate is 
compared to the lowest rate of 
the comparison group. (A 
negative number is better)

After reviewing the data, only 
two student groups are eligible 
for this designation process and 
move to Stage 3.

School 
Name

Student 
Group

N-size Stage 1: 
Status 
(Title I 
25%= 
44.25%)*

Stage 1:
ELP (Title I 
25% = 
36.073%)*

Stage 2: 
Growth 
(Title I 
25% = 
64.67%)*

Stage 2: 
N.P. (Title 
I 25% = 
-3.34)* 

NMS EL Yes 10% 13% 60% -4.61

NMS FRL Yes 30% 34% 57% -3.65

NMS RaceEth-AM Exclude

NMS RaceEth-AS Exclude

NMS RaceEth-BL Exclude

NMS RaceEth-HI Yes 18% 13% 57% 10.33

NMS RaceEth-MU Exclude

NMS RaceEth-PI Exclude

NMS RaceEth-WH Yes 35% -

NMS SPED Yes 9% 11% 55% 3.09

*These numbers are from the 2023 ESSA Designation Business Rules.  



All Public 
Schools*

Stage 1
Status

Progress toward English Language 
Proficiency 

Any student group performing at or 
below the lowest quarter of Title I 
schools in ANY of:

● Status
● Progress toward ELP

Stage 2
Academic Progress

Any Stage 1 student group 
performing at or below the lowest 
quarter of Title I schools:

● Growth AND
● Non-proficiency

Stage 3
SQSS Indicators

Any Stage 2 student group at or 
below the lowest quarter of Title I 
schools in:

● Chronic absenteeism AND
● Science status

Schools identified 
for support

Targeted Support & Improvement (TSI): Elementary & Middle Schools 

*All public schools with at least 10 students in each of the following student groups: Black/African American, Hispanic, American Indian/Alaska Native, 
White, Native Hawaiian, Asian, Two or more races, Economically disadvantaged, Students with Disabilities, English Learners

To what extent are 
students in this 
student group 
reducing their 

chronic absence 
and proficient in 

science? 



EXAMPLE: 

A student group must be low in 
both indicators to move to be 
designated TSI. 
 
In Stage 3, for each eligible 
student group, their chronic 
absence (C.A.) rate is compared 
to the lowest rate of the 
comparison group. 

In Stage 3, for each eligible 
student group, their science 
status score is compared to the 
highest score of the comparison 
group.

After reviewing the data, two 
student groups are designated 
TSI for Hispanic students and 
Students with Disabilities.

School 
Name

Student 
Group

N-size Stage 1: 
Status 
(Title I 
25%= 
44.25%)*

Stage 1:
ELP (Title 
I 25% = 
36.07%)
*

Stage 
2: 
Growth 
(Title I 
25% = 
64.67%)

Stage 
2: N.P. 
(Title I 
25% = 
-3.34)* 

Stage 3: 
C.A.* 
(Title I 
25% = 
-1.87%)*

Stage 3: 
Science 
(Title 1 
25% = 
60.87%)
*

NMS EL Yes 10% 13% 60% -4.61

NMS FRL Yes 30% 34% 57% -3.65

NMS RaceEth-AM Exclude

NMS RaceEth-AS Exclude

NMS RaceEth-BL Exclude

NMS RaceEth-HI Yes 18% 13% 57% 10.33 -3.75% 60%

NMS RaceEth-MU Exclude

NMS RaceEth-PI Exclude

NMS RaceEth-WH Yes 35% -

NMS SPED Yes 9% 11% 55% 3.09 -4.91% 48%

*These numbers are from the 2023 ESSA Designation Business Rules.  
** For the 2023 Designations and beyond, the chronic absenteeism indicator is a reduction model, and compares the difference from 
target rate for each student group. 



All Public 
Schools*

Stage 1
Status

Progress toward English Language 
Proficiency 

Any student group performing at or 
below the lowest quarter of Title I 
schools in ANY of:

● Status
● Progress toward ELP

Stage 2
Academic Progress

Any Stage 1 student group 
performing at or below the lowest 
quarter of Title I schools in:

● Growth AND
● Non-proficiency

Stage 3
SQSS Indicators

Any Stage 2 student group at or 
below the lowest quarter of Title I 
schools in:

● Chronic absenteeism AND
● Science status

Schools identified 
for support

Targeted Support & Improvement (TSI): Elementary & Middle Schools 

*All public schools with at least 10 students in each of the following student groups: Black/African American, Hispanic, American Indian/Alaska Native, 
White, Native Hawaiian, Asian, Two or more races, Economically disadvantaged, Students with Disabilities, English Learners



EXAMPLE: 

After going through the filter process for 
identifying student groups in schools for Targeted 
Support and Improvement and reviewing the 
data, two student groups are designated TSI at 
Nebraska Middle School:

● Hispanic students 

● Students with Disabilities



Additional Targeted Support and Improvement 

Student group performance is then evaluated through the following AQuESTT indicators: 
● Status (Academic Achievement)
● Growth and Non-Proficiency (Academic Progress)
● Progress Towards English Language Proficiency 
● 4- and 7-Year Cohort Graduation Rate
● Chronic Absenteeism & Science Status (School Quality/Student Success)

If student group performance is at or below the lowest 5% of Title I schools, then a school is 
identified for Additional Targeted Support and Improvement (ATSI). 
● Put another way, schools identified for ATSI serve student groups who are performing at 

or below the state’s CSI schools. 



All Public 
Schools*

Stage 1
Status

Progress toward English Language 
Proficiency 

Any student group performing at or 
below the lowest 5% of Title I 
schools in ANY of:

● Status
● Progress toward ELP

Stage 2
Academic Progress

Any Stage 1 student group 
performing at or below the lowest 
5% of Title I schools in:

● Growth AND
● Non-proficiency

Stage 3
SQSS Indicators

Any Stage 2 student group that 
performs t or below the lowest 5% 
of Title I schools in: 

● Chronic absenteeism AND 
● Science Status

Schools Identified 
for Support

Additional Targeted Support & Improvement (ATSI): Elementary & Middle Schools 

*All public schools with at least 10 students in each of the following student groups: Black/African American, Hispanic, American Indian/Alaska Native, 
White, Native Hawaiian, Asian, Two or more races, Economically disadvantaged, Students with Disabilities, English Learners

Comparison 
Group



All Public 
Schools*

Stage 1
Status

Academic Progress 
Progress toward English Language 

Proficiency 

Any student group performing at or 
below the lowest 5% of Title I 
schools in ANY of: 

● Status
● Progress toward ELP
● Non-Proficiency 

Stage 2
Graduation Rate

Any Stage 1 student group 
performing at or below the lowest 
5% of Title I on weighted average of 
4- and 7-year graduation rate. 

(4-year: 51%, 7-year: 49%)

Stage 3
SQSS Indicators

Any Stage 2 student group that 
performs at or below the lowest 5% 
of the total number of Title I schools 
from:

● Chronic absenteeism AND 
● Science Status

Schools Identified 
for Support

Additional Targeted Support & Improvement (ATSI): High School

*All public schools with at least 10 students in each of the following student groups: Black/African American, Hispanic, American Indian/Alaska Native, 
White, Native Hawaiian, Asian, Two or more races, Economically disadvantaged, Students with Disabilities, English Learners

Comparison 
Group



What is the difference 
between Targeted Support 
and Improvement (TSI) and 

Additional Targeted Support 
and Improvement (ATSI) ? 



● TSI is an annual designation, while ATSI normally occurs whenever CSI designations 
occur.

● The TSI designation should alert a school to the needs for the specifically identified 
student group(s). 

● ATSI should be considered a more urgent designation, and will most likely warrant 
more intense interventions. 

● ATSI schools are compared to the lowest 5% of Title I schools. 
○ Put another way, if the student group constituted a school on their own, their 

performance would be at or below the performance of the lowest 5% of Title I 
schools (CSI schools) 

● ATSI schools that do not exit ATSI status after three years (four years for those 
identified in 2022) automatically become CSI-ATSI schools. 

● Any improvement plan used by an ATSI school is required to engage in a resource 
allocation review.

TSI & ATSI Differences



How does my school exit the 
designation of TSI/ATSI?

What happens if my school 
doesn’t exit the designation 

in a specified timeline?



CSI/ATSI Timeline 

Source: Draft Timeline

Cohort Timelines

(117 Schools) (117 Schools) (117 Schools)

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1UTqraoQQWRn0GeEmk32ldJAj-Ra2D8B37GzaAr8fLPk/edit?usp=sharing


• ATSI Exit Criteria
• Not re-identified for ATSI for the same student group

• Made sufficient growth in Status and/or ELP and/or non-proficiency 
for high schools (Stage 1) 

• Sufficient Growth* is defined yearly by analyzing progress made by each 
student group in the current accountability year compared to the year 
the school was identified. 

• Check out the ESSA Designation Rules for more information.
• If an ATSI school does not exit after three years (four years for those 

identified in 2022), they become a CSI school.

*Sufficient growth is used to emphasize the focus on only Stage 1. This is different from other 
designations.

Exit Criteria - ATSI

http://aquestt.com/resources


How did my school get 
identified for CSI-ATSI? 

What are the requirements? 
What is the exit criteria?



CSI-ATSI Designation
• An ATSI school did not meet the exit 

criteria:
• Identified as an ATSI school for 

the same student group AND/OR
• Did not make sufficient growth in 

Stage 1 (Status & Progress 
towards ELP)from initial year of 
identification.

• Requirements
• Conduct a comprehensive 

needs assessment
• Submit an improvement plan 
• Eligible to receive federal funds



• CSI-ATSI Exit Criteria
• Not re-identified for ATSI for the same student group

• Made sufficient growth in Status and/or ELP and/or non-proficiency for 
high schools (Stage 1) 

• Sufficient Growth* is defined yearly by analyzing progress made by each 
student group in the current accountability year compared to the year the 
school was identified. 

• Check out the ESSA Designation Rules for more information.
• Schools in this designation are eligible to exit every year.

*Sufficient growth is used to emphasize the focus on only Stage 1. This is different from other designations.

Exit Criteria - CSI-ATSI

http://aquestt.com/resources


What does it mean if my 
school has multiple 

designations?



Multiple Designations
• It is possible for a school to have multiple designations. 

• Example:
• CSI-lowest 5% (2023)
• CSI-ATSI (student group: English Learners)

• CSI-lowest 5% is the most urgent of all federal designations.
• All designations have a set of requirements and timelines to track. 

• Track all requirements, timelines, and baseline year data to 
determine progress needed. 



FAQ Documents with 
customizable slide deck

Resource Allocation 
Review Guidance

District-level Guidance for 
plan identification for TSI/ATSI 

schools

Tools & Resources 

https://aquestt.com/resources/
https://aquestt.com/resources/
https://www.education.ne.gov/csds/school-improvement/csi-tsi-atsi/#1664982357643-69924868-0d33
https://www.education.ne.gov/csds/school-improvement/csi-tsi-atsi/#1664982357643-69924868-0d33
https://www.education.ne.gov/csds/school-improvement/csi-tsi-atsi/#1664982280647-7f46e5f6-d380
https://www.education.ne.gov/csds/school-improvement/csi-tsi-atsi/#1664982280647-7f46e5f6-d380


Resources
• AQuESTT Business Rules
• AQuESTT One-Pager
• ESSA Designation Business Rules
• Designation FAQs

https://aquestt.com/resources 

https://aquestt.com/resources


Contact Us!
Shirley Vargas, Administrator, shirley.vargas@nebraska.gov

Derek Ippensen, Assistant Administrator, derek.ippensen@nebraska.gov
Dottie Heusman, Assistant Administrator, dottie.heusman@nebraska.gov

Please 
complete our 

feedback survey!

mailto:shirley.vargas@nebraska.gov
mailto:derek.ippensen@nebraska.gov
mailto:dottie.huesman@nebraska.gov
https://forms.gle/jbKU5ny3W429UNUr5

