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N.R.S. §79-760.06 states, “The state board shall designate priority schools based on such 
classification. Schools designated as priority schools shall be at the lowest performance level at 
the time of the initial priority school designation.” All schools classified in the most recent 
accountability year (e.g. School Year 2025) as Needs Support to Improve, the lowest 
performance level,are eligible for designation as a priority school.  

These business rules outline the process for determining the Needs Support to Improve schools 
that are under further consideration for Priority School designation by the Nebraska State Board 
of Education. The rules operationalize the statutory requirement by ensuring objective, 
consistent, and comparable identification of Needs Support to Improve across different school 
types. 

Because schools serve different grade configurations and are evaluated using different 
performance indicators, eligibility is determined based on relative performance within grade 
bands, rather than absolute scores, allowing schools to be compared on a statewide basis. 

Performance Indicator Average Methodology 

1.​ Only schools that were classified as Needs Support to Improve are considered for 
designation as a priority school.  
1.1.​ School grade bands are assigned in the initial classification process. 
1.2.​ Schools less than 3 years old are not eligible for consideration. 

2.​ The following state classification indicator scores are used to determine Priority School 
eligibility for the following grade bands: 

Grade Bands Performance Indicators 

Elementary and Middle Schools ●​ Status 
●​ Non-Proficiency Reduction* 
●​ Student Growth 

High Schools** ●​ Status 
●​ Non-Proficiency Reduction* 
●​ Combined Graduation Rate 

*Beginning in 2026-2027, Proficiency Improvement will replace Non-Proficiency Reduction.​
**Beginning in 2026-2027, the Postsecondary Readiness indicator will be included as a performance indicator.  

3.​ The grade band mean score and standard deviation for each performance indicator is 
calculated. 
3.1.​ The mean score represents the average performance of all scores in the grade 

band for a given indicator. 
3.2.​ The standard deviation measures how much individual scores vary from that 

average. A smaller standard deviation indicates scores are clustered closely 
around the mean, while a larger standard deviation indicates greater variation. 

3.3.​ These statistics allow individual school results to be standardized, making it 
possible to compare performance across different indicators and grade bands in 
a consistent manner.   
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Grade Band 

Status Non-Proficiency Reduction 

Mean  
Score 

Standard 
Deviation 

Mean  
Score 

Standard 
Deviation 

Elementary Schools 61.47% 15.95% -0.54 3.76 

Middle Schools 62.18% 14.81% 0.59 4.67 

High Schools 49.56% 16.42% 0.86 6.53 
 

 
Grade Band 

Student Growth Combined Graduation Rate 

Mean  
Score 

Standard 
Deviation 

Mean  
Score 

Standard 
Deviation 

Elementary Schools 67.55% 7.49% - - 

Middle Schools 60.63% 8.87% - - 

High Schools - - 93.64% 5.92% 

4.​ For each school and for each indicator, standardized scores (SS) are calculated using 
the following formula: 

 𝑧 =  (𝑥 − µ) / σ 

 = Standardized Score​𝑧
 = School Indicator Score​𝑥
 = Grade-Band Mean Score​µ
  = Grade-Band Standard Deviation σ

4.1.​ Standardized scores reflect how far above or below the grade-band average a 
school performed, allowing results from different indicators to be combined 
consistently. 

5.​ The standardized scores for each available indicator are averaged to calculate the 
Performance Indicator Average (PIA). 

​ Status SS + Non-Prof. Red. SS + Growth/Grad Rate SS 
Performance Indicator Average =​------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

​ Number of Available Indicators 

Example 
Calculation Status SS 

Non-Proficiency 
Reduction SS 

Student ​
Growth SS PIA 

Elementary School -0.3245 -0.4712 -0.9831 -0.5929 

6.​ All Needs Support to Improve schools are combined into a single group with their PIA and 
sorted from highest PIA to lowest PIA.  
6.1.​ Because performance indicator scores are standardized within grade bands prior 

to aggregation, comparisons across school types reflect relative performance 
rather than absolute outcomes. 
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