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The diagram below illustrates the AQuESTT ATSI designation process for elementary and middle 
schools. While the designation processes differ, CSI, ATSI, and TSI use the same indicators and 
indicator definitions. Following are simple explanations of how each indicator is measured. 
Complete explanations and definitions can be found in the 2026 AQuESTT Federal Designation 
Business Rules.  

Designation Types 
 
Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI): Schools will be designated for Comprehensive 
Support and Improvement if they meet any of the three criteria below:  

●​ The school is in the lowest 5 percent of overall performance of Title I schools using the 
indicators designated below, or 

●​ The school has a 4-year cohort graduation rate of less than 67%, as set by USDE, or 
●​ The school has maintained identification as an Additional Targeted Support and 

Improvement (ATSI) school for three years with the same student group (CSI-ATSI). 

Additional Targeted Support and Improvement (ATSI): Schools with student groups that would, on 
their own, be identified for Comprehensive Support and Improvement will be identified for 
Additional Targeted Support and Improvement.  

Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI): Schools with consistently underperforming student 
groups on all accountability indicators will be identified for Targeted Support and Improvement. 

Note: The different designations reflect different patterns of performance in schools and are 
used to target appropriate levels of and areas for support. 
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Indicators 

Status: 

●​ The Status score is based on the percentage of eligible students who scored On-Track or 
higher in the current year’s statewide Math and English Language Arts assessments. 

Progress toward English Language Proficiency 
●​ The Progress Toward English Language Proficiency score is based on the percentage of 

English Learner students who are on track in their progress towards English language 
proficiency as measured by the ELPA21 or ALT-ELPA assessment. 

Non-Proficiency Reduction 
●​ The Non-Proficiency Reduction indicator is defined as the slope of a line that represents 

the trend in the rate of non-proficient statewide assessments over recent years. The 
non-proficient rate is calculated by dividing the number of eligible ELA/Math assessments 
with scores in the lowest performance range by the total number of eligible ELA/Math 
assessments. The goal is a negative slope value (fewer non-proficient tests).  

Growth (Elementary/Middle School Only) 
●​ The Growth indicator is the percentage of NSCAS/NSCAS-Alt assessment scores that 

showed an increase compared to the same individual’s score in the previous year within 
the same subject area. Each individual student may be counted up to two times in the 
Growth percentage, once for Math and once for ELA. Only ELA and Math assessments 
are used in Growth rate calculations, since Science assessments are not taken in 
consecutive grades.  

Combined Graduation Rate (High School Only) 
●​ The Combined Graduation Rate is calculated by adding the 4-year and Extended 

(7-year) Graduation Rates from the previous year together at the weights of 51% and 
49% respectively. The school year used for Graduation data lags one year behind other 
accountability data. 

Chronic Absenteeism Reduction 
●​ The Chronic Absenteeism Reduction indicator is defined as the difference between the 

target rate and the current year chronic absenteeism rate. The target rate is calculated 
based on the goal of reducing chronic absenteeism rates by 50% over 10 years. This 
difference could be positive or negative. A positive number indicates the school is 
performing better than the target. For more information: Understanding the Chronic 
Absenteeism Reduction Indicator.  

Science Proficiency 
●​ Science Proficiency is defined by the percentage of eligible students who scored 

On-Track or higher in the current year’s statewide NSCAS/NSCAS-Alt/ACT Science 
assessment. Students take this assessment in grades 5, 8, and 11.  
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