
AQuESTT Federal Designations and State Classifications  
Data Differences 

 

The AQuESTT accountability system includes federal designations and state classifications, which serve 
distinct purposes. Federal designations identify schools and student groups requiring support, while state 
classifications measure district and school annual performance. Data differences are detailed below. 
 

Indicator AQuESTT Federal Designations AQuESTT State Classifications 

Data points shared between both systems 

Status (ELA and Math) Percent of full-academic-year students proficient in ELA and Math 

Science Proficiency Percent of full-academic-year students proficient in Science 

Progress toward English 
Language Proficiency 

Percent of English Learners on-track or making partial progress toward English language 
proficiency 

Similar, but Different 

Change in Proficiency 
Non-Proficiency Reduction: Reduction in 
the percent of students NOT PROFICIENT in 
ELA and Math over three years 

Proficiency Improvement: Increase in the 
percent of students proficient in ELA and 
Math over three years 

Student Growth 
Percent of students who show 
year-to-year growth in ELA and Math 
scale scores 

Percent of students who maintain or improve 
their percentile ranking in ELA and Math 

Combined Graduation Rate 4-year (51%) and 7-year (49%) graduation 
rates combined 

Same weighting, students continuing due to 
IEP decisions excluded in the 4-year rate 

Chronic Absenteeism 
Reduction 

Difference between target rate (based on 
10-year 50% chronic absenteeism 
reduction goal) and current rate 

Difference between target rate and current 
rate and year-to-year change in Chronic 
Absenteeism Rate 

Participation 
Not scored separately, but if participation 
rate is less than 95%, the Status 
denominator is raised to 95%.  

Combined percentage of all enrolled 
students who completed the ELA, Math, and 
Science assessments 

Used only in AQuESTT State Classifications 

Combined Graduation Rate 
Improvement Year-to-year combined graduation rate improvement 

Postsecondary Readiness 
Rate and Rate Improvement 

Percent of all students in the 4-year cohort meeting one or more readiness measures; and 
the year-to-year change in postsecondary readiness rate 

English Language 
Proficiency 

Percent of full-academic-year English Learners proficient in the English language 
proficiency assessment for schools/districts with 10 or more students enrolled 

Chronic Absenteeism Rate Percent of students who have been enrolled for 10 or more days who are chronically 
absent 

Participation Rate 
Improvement Year-to-year change in statewide assessment participation rate  

Student Discipline Rate and 
Rate Improvement 

Percent of students enrolled for 10 or more days who did not receive an out-of-school 
suspension or expulsion; and the year-to-year change in student discipline rate 
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